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ATIC Arizona Tech Policy Meeting Thursday
 

Below are some brief notes on the ATIC Public Meeting on Arizona Technology Policy held on Thursday, February 21, 2008, from 2:00-4:00 PM

 

Arizona Telecommunications & Information Council’s (ATIC - http://www.arizonatele.com/atic/) next Public Meeting will be held Thursday, February 21 from 2:00-4:00 PM as a free live event and teleconference from the offices of Lewis & Roca in downtown Phoenix. Our most popular program, now in its fifth year, will focus on all the high-technology policy activities underway in Arizona with a distinguished array of speakers moderated by Mike Keeling, Data Site Consortium and ATIC Chair.

Mike Keeling, ATIC Chair introduced the speakers.

 

Chris Cummiskey, Director of the Government Information Technology Agency (GITA - http://gita.state.az.us/) and State of Arizona CIO on the current status and outlook for the Governor’s Council on Innovation and Technology (GCIT - http://www.gcit.az.gov/) Communications Infrastructure Advisory Committee (CIAC), broadband assessment & deployment initiatives, the state’s telecom outsourcing progress, cyber security outlook, and progress on Arizona Health-e Connection.

Director Cummiskey reported that:

Hiring freeze for all state agencies is now in effect. 

Actions are determined by budget shortfall ($1.1.B for FY08 & $1.6 B for FY09)

Hallmark issues:

GITA core mission remains unchanged. 

Information Technology Authorization Committee (ITAC) agendas have come to a halt for the last 2 months. 

Has led to the following 3 areas of emphasis

· Is a heavy drawdown on the rainy-day fund

· Is a lot of opposition/discussion on bonds for schools – legislature hates bonding

· Manpower reduction

Technology aspects:

· GITA is sponsoring a project certification program

· Security is being emphasized (whether it be virtualization or telecommuting)

· GITA has established a security office, staffed by Mary Beth Joublanc& David VanderNaalt

· Portal development will focus for efficiency

· Broadband in rural areas 

· We want to identify areas where broadband is sparse – what can or should government do?

· There is money for the Arizona Broadband Connectivity (ABC) Initiative in the executive budget

· Focus will be on public-private partnership

· The Governor's Council on Innovation and Technology (GCIT) has been struggling to redefine itself vis-à-vis AERO – I am unsure what the acronym stands for. GCIT will probably become a part of AERO. This needs more discussion and definition.

· ABC Initiative will hopefully be carried forward since the funding is in the Executive Budget Proposal. The enabling legislation should receive prioritization. Identification of needy areas will be done jointly by private & public organizations.

· 211 infrastructure funding is at risk due to the budget shortfall.

· Ron Schott noted that the Critical Facilities Roundtable said that IT facilities and data centers are probably the highest producers of greenhouse gases. This is something that needs consideration by the state.

 

Steve Zylstra, President & CEO, Arizona Technology Council (AZTC) (http://www.aztechcouncil.org/) on the current status and outlook for Arizona technology-related legislative initiatives this year, the Council’s role in driving Arizona’s high-tech environment, and what interested parties can do to assist

Steve has just returned to Arizona, after a 9 year absence, from the Pittsburgh Technology Council).

Legislative activities – AZTC is an advocacy organization

· R&D tax credit bill (has passed through several committees in both houses). Senate President is a sponsor

· Other initiatives are in elearning and Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM)

· We may call on you to write letters on behalf these bills when the time comes

· AZTC Goals

· Pass the tax credit bill

· STEM

· Job Training

· Public Policy committee meets twice monthly

· One of our focal points is broadband connectivity

· Funding for the Science Foundation Arizona ($100M over 4 years) is in jeopardy

· STEM

· 2 co-chairs: Dan Mazzola and Avnet person

· K-12 education & development of future workforce is important and we are trying to define just what our program needs to be.

 

Jeff Hatch-Miller, Chairman, Arizona Corporation Commission (Invited) (ACC - http://www.cc.state.az.us/) on current issues before the ACC and on the horizon of interest to our telecom audience and how these issues may affect Arizona telecom providers and consumers in the future

Commissioner Hatch-Miller had a scheduling conflict and was unable to attend.

 

Ron Schott, ATIC Strategy Committee Co-Chair & Arizona Technology Council on ATIC’s telecom policy initiatives and regional outlook for broadband deployment and advanced applications

Ron reported that AZTC had our 1st forum this morning to inform people of what our committees are doing

One of our newest committees is the Environmental, Natural Resources and Safety (ENRS) Committee.
Workforce Development Committee – activities are being moved over to the non-profit 501c3.

Ron announced that on February 29 Kevin Turner of Microsoft will present at an AZTC meeting on “Delivering Innovation & Business Excellence.”

ATIC Strategy committee – the purpose of this committee is: 

· How to cost-effectively provide broadband to rural Arizona. 

· ABC Initiative is meant to engage and motivate rural communities. 

· Will have a regular Strategy meeting on a Tuesday of each month. 

Barry Perlman commented that as a recent transplant from New Jersey his observation is that K-12 education in Arizona is exceedingly poor.  

Ted Kraver, eLearning System for Arizona's Students and Teachers (eSATS - http://azelearning.org/, a GAZEL spinout) on Arizona’s e-learning initiatives and progress as well as current legislative activities that will drive e-learning deployment and K-12 educational success

Bob Rosenberg stood in for Ted. He noted that Ted is the driving force behind eSATS, which focuses on making technology available and useful to teachers. 

Discussed legislative support for the elearning initiatives. To transform AZ education over next 10 years will cost about $2 – $3 B above $107 B, which we will spend anyway, which comes to 2% - 3% of the total.

Mentioned the 3 “$100” XO laptops that Bob brought to the meeting that eSATS is promoting the use of. Is a part of the One-Laptop-per-Child (OLPC) program. The ASUS laptop is the commercial version and cost about $400 each. 


Galen Updike recounted that a few years ago, in 2001, eRate was introduced into Arizona. Mike Keeling was instrumental in creating this program, which led to a large number of eRate applications. Then we realized that $147M was spent to bring computers into the schools but there was no plan to inter-connect the schools, so most of the computers stayed in the warehouses. Now we are trying again, this year we have $165M worth of eRate applications – is a record. Our biggest challenge is how the schools will manage the funds after they are awarded. 

 

Mark Goldstein, International Research Center (http://www.researchedge.com/) on national cyber and telecom legislative and regulatory issues including cyber liberties, net neutrality, and rural broadband support

Commissioner Jeff Hatch-Miller could not be her, so Mark covered some of the ACC activities. Telecomm is rather low on the ACC priorities. The Arizona USF is one of the telecomm areas of interest. 

Nationally, the main areas of activity are the

· 700 MHz (the current analog band for television) auction

· C-Block auction; 

· the D-Block (which includes a public safety network) only has one bidder and may have to go out for re-bid.

· On Nov. 20th the FCC is planning a workshop meeting in Phoenix.

· Legislative arena for broadband 

· USDA RUS grants & loans programs

· Surveillance of traffic by telecomm companies

· FISA authorization allows for retroactive immunity for telecomm providers that agreed to (allegedly illegally) monitor citizens telephone messages.

· 2 USDA bills

· A national zip-code survey & assessment of telecomm & broadband capabilities

· Changes to RUS loans & grants provisions

· Net Neutrality 

· Are no bills on this that are going anywhere

· Comcast “blocking” practices are keeping this issue alive

· Youth today think of bandwidth being free
e.g., Michael Cohen mentioned the popularity of Helios.

· Loren Weinstein of California has a website that is relevant to this topic
The URL is http://www.nnsquad.org/ 
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