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ATIC Board Meeting Minutes (Draft -revised) – May 14, 2008 
 
On-Site Attendees: 
 

1. Mark Goldstein (*) 2. Oris Friesen (*) 3. Galen Updike proxy for 
Chris Cummiskey (*) 

4. Al Sterman (*) 5. Allan Meiusi (*) 6. Mala Muralidharan proxy 
for GladysAnn Wells (*) 

7. Ron Schott (*) 8. Ted Kraver (*) 9. Michael Stull proxy for 
Christopher Smith (*) 

10. Mathew Taylor 11. Jon Adams (*) 12. Patt Patterson (*) 
13. Bill Bolin (*) 14. Ted Strong  15. Michael Cohen (*) 
16. Mike Keeling (*) 17. Roz Boxer  

 
Attendees via Audio: 
 

1. Ralph Gierish (*) 2. Deborah Dupée (*) 3.  
 
 (*) - ATIC Board Members - present =16, with a quorum = 11 
 

Many thanks to Cox Business Services for the statewide audio conference connections and to 
Lewis and Roca for providing meeting facilities, technical support, and hospitality  
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Modifications to and Acceptance of Agenda Draft 
 
The agenda was accepted as shown below: 

DRAFT Agenda 
1. Modifications to and Acceptance of Agenda Draft 
2. Self-Introductions 
3. Acceptance of Minutes from Last Meeting 
4. Treasurer’s Report 
5. ATIC Board Membership Considerations 
6. Review of Outstanding Action Items as Documented in April 2008 Minutes. 
7. Upcoming Conferences 

7.1. Arizona Digital Government Summit at the Hyatt Regency on May 28-29, 2008. 
7.2. Governor’s Rural Development Conference, Carefree, September 24-27, 2008. 
7.3. FCC Rural Broadband workshops in Arizona on November 20, 2008. 

8. Committee Reports  
8.1. Strategy Committee (Ron Schott and Steve Peters)  

8.1.1. Status Report 
8.1.2. ABC Initiative (Galen Updike) 

8.2. CCEC Debates for ACC Candidates (Steve Peters) 
8.3. GCIT CIAC Progress Report (Galen Updike)  

8.3.1. GITA Broadband Assessment Study  
8.4. Telecom Directory - ATD  (Mark Goldstein)  
8.5. GAZEL Report (Steve Peters) 
8.6. Cyber Security Committee Report (Jerry Crow)  
8.7. FCC Activities (Al Sterman)  
8.8. ACC Activities (Tom Campbell)  
8.9. eSATS Report (Ted Kraver)  
8.10. Vendor Advisory Committee (Jay “Flash” Miringoff)  

9.  ATIC "Public Information" Meetings (Mark Goldstein)  
9.1. April 17  

10. Announcements  
11. Informational Presentation  

TBD 

12. Adjourn  
 
Self-Introductions 
The attendees introduced themselves (see attendance list above). 
 
Acceptance of Minutes from Last Meeting 
The minutes for the February 13h Board meeting were presented for approval and accepted. 
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MOTION: To accept the minutes from the April Meeting with a modification provided by Ron 
Schott. 

MOVE: Patt Patterson 
SECOND: Al Sterman 

 Passed Unanimously 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Michael Cohen reported that we have $14,795 in our savings account, $1300 in our checking account and  2 
CDs totaling $10,000. 
Mark added that there are 3 invoices outstanding for $5000 each to Cox, Qwest and WI-VOD.  
Ron Schott plans to speak with Reed Pangborn of AT&T regarding sponsorship. 
 
Membership Considerations 
 

MOTION: To nominate Michael Stull of Cox Communications as a Board Member. 
MOVE: Mark Goldstein 
SECOND: Patt Patterson 

 Passed Unanimously 
Mark noted that Sethuraman Panchanathan (Panch) of ASU might be interested in becoming a Board 
Member. 
Jon Adams will also discuss membership with Paul Flikkema of NAU. 
Ted suggested that we include a representative from the Arizona Technology in Education Alliance 
(AZTEA). 
Review of Outstanding Action Items as Documented in the October 2007 Minutes. 

 We are still waiting to hear from the IRS about our non-profit status. 
 ACTION ITEM: Michael Cohen Contacted IRS directly. They are working on 
requests received last October, which includes our request. 

 The roles of ATIC with respect to ATIC needs clarification 
 ACTION ITEM: The role of the Arizona Economic Resource Organization (AERO) 
is still being defined. Galen is waiting on that to arrange a meeting with Chris 
Cummiskey and the ATIC executive board to define a clear role for CIAC with respect to 
ATIC.  
 

Upcoming Conferences  
•  The annual Arizona Digital Government Summit is coming up and will be at the Hyatt 

Regency on May 28-29, 2008. ATIC will man a booth as usual. The following people requested 
complimentary passes in return for helping at the booth: Oris, Mark, Ron Schott, Michael Cohen, 
Deborah, Patt, Ralph and Allan Meiusi. We are assured of at least six complimentary slots. 
 

•  The annual Governor’s Regional Rural Development Conference is scheduled to be held at 
Carefree, Arizona, from September 24-27, 2008. ATIC should plan to participate. They are 
accepting candidates for awards. 
David Drennan of DOC is the contact person.  
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 Bill Bolin will contact Drennan concerning the ATIC role at this conference. 
 

•  The FCC is planning to hold one of four Rural Broadband workshops in Arizona on 
November 20, 2008. Al Sterman has reserved 6 slots for ATIC and named Mark Goldstein as the 
ATIC contact person. This is a joint workshop with the Department of Agriculture (USDA). 

 
Committee Reports 

 Strategy Committee  (Mike Keeling and Steve Peters) 
o Status Report (Ron Schott) 

Ron Schott reported that the Strategy Committee now meets regularly on the first 
Tuesday of each month at 10-11 a.m. All meetings are virtual via teleconference.  
 
Ron met with Susan Bitter Smith, Executive Director of the Arizona-New Mexico Cable 
Communications Association, on how to work better together. She suggested we meet at 
least twice a year and focus on Best Practices, especially with respect to rural Arizona. 
She suggested talking to the Yuma people; and possibly Eagle West, who is really 
struggling. She also gave Ron a copy of their organization’s Directory.  
 
On a side note Susan has now declared her candidacy for Congressional District 1 in 
Arizona. 
 
Bill Bolin mentioned that the Arizona Rural Development Council will hold a Rural 
Policy Forum in July at Northern Arizona University (NAU). They are not interested in 
putting the subject of broadband communications on their meeting agenda. 
 
Ted Kraver suggested that broadband as an enabler should be placed on the agenda of the 
next Arizona Town Hall meeting.  

 
o ABC – The Arizona Broadband Connection Initiative (Galen Updike) 

Galen reported that he is pursuing, among other sources, an Economic Development 
Administration (EDA) Grant via the Department of Commerce to implement the ABC 
proposals, including broadband off-ramps for rural communities. 
 
Work is progressing on a feasibility study and roadmap for the Arizona GITA Broadband 
Assessment activity. 
 
Galen suggested that ATIC tell legislative leadership to allow GITA budget dollars to be 
used specifically for the broadband survey. This is really a follow-on to an earlier 
statement when ATIC wrote a letter of support for ABCI. 

 
  ACTION ITEM:  Mike Keeling will draft a letter for Ron’s signature. 

 
Galen proposed that the ABC Initiative should focus its attention on E-Rate. He discussed 
the possibility of streamlining the E-Rate application process to increase the likelihood of 
a larger number of applications being approved. Some of these funds could then be 
routed toward the development of broadband infrastructure for the schools. The 
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legislature should be asked to create an E-Rate Authority within the 2008-09 budget, or at 
least the 2009-2010 budget.  
 

 Citizens Clean Elections Commission (CCEC) Debates for Arizona Corporation 
Commission (ACC) Candidates. 
ATIC has a history of web-hosting statewide debates dating back to 2002. In 2004 and 2006 
ATIC hosted similar debates for ACC candidates under the auspices of the Citizens Clean 
Elections Commission (CCEC). CCEC has requested responses from interested parties for the 
2008 debates.  
 
 Steve reported that our proposal has been approved by CCEC.  A brochure is nearly ready to 
distribute. We will be doing 2 Primary Debates and 1 General debate and will be partnering with 
the Arizona Investment Council, the Arizona Consumers Council, the Arizona Technology 
Council and possibly some other entities. 
 
There are 8 Republican candidates and 5 Democratic candidates in the running for 3 seats. They 
are: 

o John Allen (R)  
o Rick Fowlkes (R)  
o Joseph Hobbs (R)  
o Marian McClure (R)  
o Bob Robson (R) 
o Bob Stump (R)  
o Keith Swapp (R) 
o Barry Wong (R)  
o Kara Kelty (D)  
o George Arredondo (D)  
o Sam George (D)  
o Sandra Kennedy (D)  
o Paul Newman (D)  

 

The debates will be held at Rio Salado Community College. The schedule is: 
Primary Election Debates:  

July 15 – 5 Democrats in a.m. and 8 Republicans in p.m. 
General Election Debates:  

September 15 – 3 Democrats and 3 Republicans plus any Independents 
 
You can download the latest details from the grovesite website at 
http://www.accdebates.grovesite.com/.  
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•  GCIT CIAC Progress Report (Galen Updike) 
Galen noted that GCIT has been effectively replaced by the Arizona Economic Resource 
Organization (AERO). Director Cummiskey wants to downsize CIAC and has charged Galen to 
do this.  
 
Rosalyn Boxer now works for GITA and the Arizona Department of Commerce (DOC) for 
broadband initiatives. Her role is to assist the counties. Show Low is in process, Superior is on-
going and Winkelman is involved as well. 
 
GITA Broadband Assessment Study  
Mark reported that the study is underway and due to be completed in mid-summer. 

 
•  Telecom Directory - ATD (Mark Goldstein) 

Mark reported that we are executing the activity for updating the vendor profiles, adding more 
communities, correcting the ZIP codes, and modifying the categories of service. 

 
•  GAZEL, eSATS and Arizona eLearning Task Force Report (Ted Kraver)| 

From the GAZEL CEO Breakfast and Policy and Strategy Summit earlier this year, the GAZEL 
board has stepped up their eLearning initiatives in five areas. Steve Peters generated the final 
report http://www.gazel.us/files/Final_Report_Summit_08.pdf that included the following topics: 

 
o Policy and Strategies were generated in the eLearning areas of: 
o Enterprise Business Development 
o Research in Arizona (GAZEL research committee) 
o Collaborative Technologies in the Workplace 
o Arizona Workforce Development 
o Arizona K-12 Schools, Community Colleges, and Universities (education). 

 
The Workforce Development results have been provided to the newly reformed Arizona Tech 
Council’s workforce committee for their use. 
 
The K-12 results were provided to the Arizona Business and Education Coalition Public Policy 
Committee under the leadership of John Kelly. They are expanding into longer-range mode to 
get ahead of issues, while focusing on accelerated action under Marty Shultz for school finance 
transformation. 
 
They were also provided to the Arizona elearning Task Force. They accepted the seven policy 
groupings to focus their efforts in 2008 to do a data driven situation assessment of eLearning 
adoption in Arizona’s school systems. GITA is involved with the broadband assessment and 
especially the needs of rural schools. 
 
The eSATS legislation HB2064 eLearning has no funding but enhances the charge by the 
legislature for results in specific areas, including broadband, web content, digital curriculum and 
relationship with GITA. It has passed both House and Senate with only 3 negative votes. It went 
into a conference committee this week to thrash out an amendment and then on to the Governor. 
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 Cyber Security Committee Report (Jerry Crow) 
Mark reported that plans are still in place to hold a joint meeting with InfraGard on September 
18, 2008, as part of the ATIC Public Information meeting.  
 
FCC Activities (Al Sterman) 
Al Sterman reported that the Universal Service Fund was capped and no other action was taken. 
The focus of the FCC for the time being is Net Neutrality. 
 
Mark noted that the D-Block might be opened for another auction. 
 

 ACC Activities (Tom Campbell) 
Al Sterman reported that the ACC is focused on rate increase requests and issues. 
 

 Vendor Advisory Committee (Jay “Flash” Miringoff) 
Ron and Jay Flash met with Gene Fisher, a La Paz County Commissioner and Roz Boxer. Gene 
asked for help and assistance in La Paz County for a broadband initiative similar to what was 
done for Pinal County.  
 
Ron plans to reach out to major providers to help jump-start committee activities.  
 
The future of this committee probably needs to be discussed by the Strategy Committee. 
 

ATIC "Public Information " Meetings (Mark Goldstein) 
 Mark reported that Dan Gillmor of San Jose has recently joined ASU at their entrepreneurial 

organization and has been invited to speak at the June 19 meeting. Roz Boxer and Lisa Bergeron 
have also been invited to speak about the Pinal County broadband initiative. 

 The September 18th meeting will focus on cyber-security. 
 The November 20th meeting will be held in conjunction with the FCC workshop in Arizona. 

 
A full schedule of ATIC meetings for the rest of 2008 and all of 2009 is included at the end of 
these minutes. 
 

Announcements 
 Patt Patterson announced that Arizona is one of only 4 states lacking  2-1-1 capabilities. The 

others are Colorado, Illinois and Pennsylvania. 
 Galen noted that at the recent W2I meeting it was announced that the United States has slipped 

behind Estonia at 23rd in broadband provisioning. 
 Ron announced that the latest issue of TechConnect is out and it features telecommunications. 

Also there will be a Wine & Wii event for Junior Achievement on June 5 at Scottsdale Hilton. 
For details, see http://www.aztechcouncil.org/.  

 
Informational Presentation 

None    
 

Adjourn  
Adjourned at 1:50 p.m. 
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The next ATIC Board Meeting will be on June 11, 2008, 12:00-2:00 p.m. at Lewis and Roca in 
downtown Phoenix.  

 
Remaining ATIC Board & Public Meeting Dates for 2008 

 
ATIC Board Meeting on Wednesdays from 12:00-2:00 PM 

June 11, 2008 
July 9, 2008 
September 10, 2008 
October 8, 2008 
November 12, 2008 
 
ATIC Public Meeting on Thursdays 2:00-4:00 PM 

June 19, 2008  
September 18, 2008 
November 20, 2008  
 
=================================================== 
 

ATIC Board & Public Meeting Dates for 2009 
 
ATIC Board Meeting on Wednesdays from 12:00-2:00 PM 
 
January 14, 2009 
February 11, 2009  
March 11, 2009 
April 8, 2009 
May 14, 2009 
June 10, 2009 
July 8, 2009 
September 9, 2009 
October 14, 2009 
November 18, 2009 – Veterans Day is on Nov 11th  
 
ATIC Public Meeting on Thursdays 2:00-4:00 PM 
 
February 19, 2009  
April 16, 2009 
June 18, 2009  
September 17, 2009 
November 19, 2009  -- Thanksgiving on is on Nov 26th  
 


