
 
 

ATIC Board Meeting Minutes (Draft) – May 9, 2007 
 
On-Site Attendees: 
 

1. Mike Keeling (*) 2. Ron Schott (*) 3. Jay Flash Miringoff (*) 
4. Oris Friesen (*) 5. Art Consoli 6. Patt Patterson (*) 
7. James Allen proxy for 

GladysAnn Wells (*) 
8. Nathan Glazier 9. Al Sterman (*) 

10. Ted Kraver (*) 11. Genene Walker (*) 12. Michael Cohen (*) 
13. Mark Goldstein (*) 14. Ralph Gierish (*)  

 
Attendees via Audio: 

1. Steve Peters (*) 2. Alex Devereux 3. Al Crawford (*) 
 
 (*) - ATIC Board Members - present =14, with a quorum = 10  
 

Many thanks to Cox Business Services for the statewide audio conference connections and to 
Lewis and Roca for providing meeting facilities, technical support, and hospitality. 
 
Thanks also to Jay Flash Miringoff and Arizona Tele-Com Solutions for providing a wireless 
hotspot for the Board Meeting attendees. 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW:  
 
• The next ATIC Board Meeting will be on June 13, 2007, 12:00-2:00 p.m. at Lewis and Roca in 

downtown Phoenix. 
 

 
IMPORTANT SCHEDULING NOTE:  

The next ATIC General Information meeting on Thursday, June 21, will be held jointly 
with CIAC, and the topic will focus on the outcomes of the May 17 Telecom Summit. 

Actionable items will be identified and “next steps” will be initiated. 
 

 
Modifications to and Acceptance of Agenda Draft  
 
The agenda was accepted as shown below 



 
MOTION: To accept the agenda as shown below. 

MOVE: Ralph Gierish 
SECOND: Patt Patterson 

 Passed Unanimously 
 
 

 
 

ATIC Board Agenda – May 9, 2007 
DRAFT Agenda 

 
1. Modifications to and Acceptance of Agenda Draft 
2. Self-Introductions 
3. Acceptance of Minutes from Last Meeting 

3.1. Brief report from Steve Peters on the Summit 
4. Membership Considerations  
5. Request to be an Affiliate 
6. Exhibit Booth at Gov Tech Forum 
7. Review of Outstanding Action Items as Documented in April 2007 Minutes. 
8. Committee Reports  

8.1. Strategy Committee  (Mike Keeling and Steve Peters) 
8.2. ATIC/CIAC AZ Telecom Summit Committee (Al Sterman) 
8.3. GCIT CIAC Progress Report (Galen Updike) 
8.4. Cyber Security Committee Report (Jerry Crow)  
8.5. FCC Activities (Al Sterman) (Nathan Glazier) 
8.6. ACC Activities (Tom Campbell) 
8.7. Arizona Telecommunications Directory (Galen Updike, Brad Tritle, Mark Goldstein) 
8.8. GAZEL Report (Steve Peters) 
8.9. eSATS Report (Ted Kraver) 
8.10. Vendor Advisory Committee – re-organization  

9. Monthly "General Information" Meetings (Mark Goldstein) 
10. Announcements 
11. Informational Presentation  

11.1. None Scheduled 
12. Adjourn 
 
Self Introductions 
 
The attendees introduced themselves (see attendance list above). 
 
Acceptance of Minutes from Last Meeting 
 
The minutes for the April 11th Board meeting were presented for approval and accepted. 
 



MOTION: To accept the minutes. 
MOVE: Ralph Gierish 
SECOND: Patt Patterson 

 Passed Unanimously 
 
Brief Report from Steve Peters on the Summit 
  
Steve appealed for everyone to make it a priority to solicit more attendees, sponsor and exhibitors.  
 
Membership Considerations  
 
Mark reported that we are still looking toward Jeff Hatch-Miller to become a member representing the 
Arizona Corporation Commission (ACC).  

 Ralph Gierish promised to follow up on this. 
There was also some discussion about securing more representation from municipalities. Audrey 
Skidmore of Greg Binder are potential candidates from the Maricopa Association of Governments 
(MAG). We should also try to find someone from Tucson as well as the West Valley. Ron Drake’s name 
was mentioned. 

 Mark agreed to pursue more representation from municipalities. 
 
Request to be an Affiliate 
 
Oris Friesen presented a request from Pat Lanthier, Chairman of the eCLIC: emergency 
Communications Leadership & Innovation Center in California. Pat has requested that in order to give 
ATIC wider visibility to other regional telecommunications and economic development, the Wireless 
Communications Alliance (WCA), a northern California initiative for wireless connectivity (see 
www.wca.org), would like to list ATIC on its website as an affiliated organization. Other WCA 
affiliates include non-profits from San Diego, British Columbia and Austin, Texas, such as the Austin 
Wireless Alliance http://www.austinwirelessalliance.org/; CommNexus http://www.commnexus.org/; 
SVASE http://www.svase.org/; WCA International http://wcai.com/; CSU WeTEC 
http://wetec.csumb.edu/; VC Task Force http://vctaskforce.com/; WinBC http://www.winbc.org/; and 
WIPConnector  http://www.wipconnector.com/.  
  
Oris noted that we have a good working relationship with Pat Lanthier, and Galen Updike and Oris are 
already on the International Advisory Board for the WCA Special Interest Group  emergency 
Communications Leadership & Innovation Center (eCLIC). It was agreed that we will become an 
affiliate, but we should send a response to Pat with a bulleted list of our assumptions on what it means to 
be an affiliate. 
 

MOTION: To write up a letter of agreement with a bulleted list of our assumptions on what it 
means to be an affiliate. 

MOVE: Michael Cohen 
SECOND: Ralph Gierish 

 Passed Unanimously 
 Mike Keeling agreed to write the agreement letter. 

 



Exhibit Booth at Gov Tech Forum 
 
Oris announced that as usual ATIC will have a booth in the Government Solutions Center of the 
upcoming Government Technology Executive Leadership Forum titled the Arizona Digital Government 
Summit (http://www.govtech.net/events/index.php/ArizonaDGS2007). We are entitled to a total of six 
complimentary tickets that we normally distribute to those willing to help manage the booth exhibit. 
Five tickets had already been assigned, and a sixth volunteer was solicited. Ron Schott volunteered. Art 
Consoli and Michael Cohen also volunteered to help on an informal basis. The other volunteers to man 
the booth are Mark, Mike Keeling, Jay Flash, Patt and Oris. 
 
Review of Outstanding Action Items as Documented in April 2007 Minutes. 
 
Oris Friesen reviewed the following outstanding action items: 
 

• The issue of 2 levels of membership still needs to be addressed by the new Strategy Committee 
chaired by Steve Peters.  

No action yet due to Summit planning priorities.  
ACTION ITEM: 
Will be carried forward to the June meeting. 

 
• Michael Cohen as Treasurer has an open action item to file with the IRS for certification of 

ATIC’s 501(c)(6) status. AT&T’s 2006 sponsorship payment has been delayed pending a copy 
of the certification letter and may be at risk if not accomplished in a timely manner. This came 
up because of the AT&T merger with SBC, which changed some of the terms for being sponsors.  
Upon inquiring, Ted Kraver received an initial response from IRS that ATIC has 501(c)(6) 
status. However, after subsequent conversations that appears not to be the case. ATIC does have 
501(c)(6) status in Arizona with the Arizona Corporation Commission. 

ACTION ITEM: 
  Michael Cohen will complete the application (costs $700), which will take 60-90 days 
to become effective after we submit. 

 
• The Arizona Telecommunications Directory (ATD) still needs to be reformulated and the 

evolution and updating of the ATD actively considered/managed. Galen Updike, Patt Patterson 
and Brad Tritle followed up on this action item with a meeting where the ultimate value of the 
ATD was brought into question. Mark suggested that we need to have another meeting with at 
least Mark and Oris being present where we can delve more deeply into such questions. 

ACTION ITEM: 
  Patt and Galen will call another meeting to discuss, to include Mark and Oris. 

 
Committee Reports  
 
• Strategy Committee  (Mike Keeling and Steve Peters 

 
The Strategy Committee report was combined with the Summit Meeting report below. 
 



• ATIC/CIAC AZ Telecom Summit Committee (Steve Peters, Al Sterman) 
 
Steve Peters gave a brief statement calling for more sponsors and more registrations. 
Al Sterman reported that we have about 80 registrants and we need more. Al reviewed the program 
agenda. Current information on the Summit is available at the Summit website at 
http://www.tucsonlink.org/Summit07.  

 
• GCIT Communication Infrastructure Advisory Committee (CIAC) Progress Report (Galen 

Updike) 
 
Ron Schott noted that the “Arizona Broadband Initiative Framework – Analysis and Report” from 
the Center for Digital Government (CDG) can be downloaded from the Department of Commerce 
website at 
http://www.azcommerce.com/doclib/prop/originals/arizona%20broadband%20initiative%20framew
ork.pdf  
or more conveniently at http://tinyurl.com/3y5g6t.  
Everyone should read this report and decide where Arizona should position themselves with respect 
to other states with broadband initiatives. 

 
IMPORTANT NOTE:  
The next ATIC General Information meeting on Thursday, June 21, will be held jointly with CIAC, 
and the topic will focus on the outcomes of the May 17 Telecom Summit. Actionable items will be 
identified and “next steps” will be initiated. 
 
• Cyber Security Committee Report (Jerry Crow)  

 
Nothing new to report other than that we are planning to provide a Security program in conjunction 
with the November 15 ATIC Public Information meeting. 
 

• FCC Activities (Al Sterman and Nathan Glazier) 
 
Nathan Glazier of Alltel discussed a proposal before the FCC to implement a state-by-state cap on 
the High Cost funds available to competitive (wireless) carriers.  He observed that although some 
reform to the federal Universal Service Fund (USF) program may be necessary, this proposal is not 
the way to do it.  Wireless customers now contribute more into the fund than landline customers, and 
draw out only one-third of the amount that incumbents receive.  The proposed cap is not 
technologically neutral and singles out just one segment of the industry that participates in the 
federal USF program.  It will be especially harmful to rural customers who want better wireless 
service in their communities.   
 
He noted that it would be bad for Arizona because it would establish a ceiling of $16 million in 
competitive support paid into the state while other states get capped at much higher rates 
(Mississippi: $139 million; Kansas: $54 million).  It would also mean that Alltel's application to 
spend approximately $5 million in federal support on its wireless network in rural Arizona would 
immediately be frustrated because Arizona's cap would be set at $16 million.   
 



It is important that the FCC hears from local communities and organizations like ATIC to urge them 
to oppose the proposal. Any letters should be sent before May 31st and should reference WC Docket 
No. 05-337. 
 
It was suggested that Patt, Jay Flash and Mark should investigate the details and recommend a 
course of action. If time permits, perhaps Tom Campbell could review any recommendations made.  
 

• ACC Activities (Tom Campbell) 
 
No report this time. 
 

• Arizona Telecommunications Directory (Galen Updike, Brad Tritle, Mark Goldstein) 
 
See above discussion in the “outstanding action items” section. 
 

• GAZEL Report (Steve Peters and Ted Kraver) 
Ted reported that we are preparing for a significant meeting in the fall. 
Mark reported that a GAZEL Strategic Directions meeting is scheduled for June 1. The objective is 
to help GAZEL solicit research interests and needs from statewide researchers and users of research. 
The purpose is to find out ways GAZEL can support AZ e-Learning research and act as a conduit 
between universities, corporations, K-12, etc. 

 
• eSATS Report (Ted Kraver) 

 
Ted reported: 

o We apparently have $3 - $4M allocated to eLearning in the legislative budget but nobody 
really knows. 

o We are prepared to go active with our advocacy website by May 15. 
o There is an important School Facilities Board 21st Century workshop coming up on May 30.  
o eSATS needs to be more active in preparation for next year. 

 
• Vendor Advisory Committee – re-organization  

 
Mike Keeling called for suggestions on how to re-constitute the Vendor Advisory Committee 
Ralph Gierish suggested that we contact Ron Drake. 
Mark observed that maybe this is something that can be incorporated into the Vendor breakout group 
at the Summit.  
 

ATIC Monthly "General Information" Meetings (Mark Goldstein) 
 
Mark reported that, as noted above, the next ATIC General Information meeting on Thursday, June 
21, will be held jointly with CIAC, and the topic will focus on the outcomes of the May 17 Telecom 
Summit. Actionable items will be identified and “next steps” will be initiated. 
 
Announcements 
 



Michael Cohen announced that ATIC needs to have someone designated as a statutory agent, according 
to ACC guidelines. 
 

MOTION: To designate Michael Cohen as the ATIC statutory agent for the ACC. 
MOVE: Jay ‘Flash” Miringoff 
SECOND: Ralph Gierish 

 Passed Unanimously 
 
Mark reported that W2I sent us a check for $234 for our registrants at the recent Conference in Tempe.  
 
Informational Presentation  

 
None Scheduled 
 

Adjourn 
 

MOTION: To adjourn 
MOVE: Jay ‘Flash” Miringoff 
SECOND: Ralph Gierish 

 Passed Unanimously 
 
The next ATIC Board Meeting will be on June 13, 2007, 12:00-2:00 p.m. at Lewis and Roca in 
downtown Phoenix.  
 
Remaining ATIC Board Meetings in 2007 on Wednesdays from 12:00-2:00 PM are scheduled for: 
 
June 13, 2007 
July 11, 2007 
September 12, 2007 (Rosh Hashanah begins at Sundown) 
October 10, 2007 
November 14, 2007 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:40 p.m. 


